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       WILDLIFE & FISHERIES

Sensitivity

Medium/high

Adaptive capacity
Medium/high

Vulnerability

Medium/high

Warming temperatures associated with climate change is expected to speed up the more widespread melting of permafrost, bring more precipitation, but cause a net affect of drying due to increased evapo-transpiration.This overall drying pattern will affect wildlife and fisheries in the following ways;


-loss of wetlands for moose, waterfowl, beavers, etc..


-loss or change in composition of forest habitat as native forest species migrate uphill or in a 


northerly direction, die out from increased insect/disease infestation or are lost to 


increased incidence of forest  fires, and as invasive forest species advance from the 


south


-loss or alteration of browse/fodder


-loss or alteration of breeding and nesting sites for birds


-earlier arrival of spring could cause some migrating bird species to miss the hatches of insects 


or the early growth of plants they rely on for food


-warmer waters affect water plants, insects, fish



-increased plant growth could drasticly alter stream bed habitat to 




advantage or detriment of native species



-warmer waters are known to be inhospitable to some species of fish, such 



as grayling and salmon, thus affecting recreational or commercial fishing


-increased forest fire activity may increase browse for moose


- invasive species of insects may increase incidence of unusual diseases(west nile, equine 


encephalitis, canine dirofilariasis, tularemia, Lyme’s disease, malaria)

Economic impacts could include;


-loss of income for fish and game guides


-loss of local supply of meat animals (moose, caribou, bear, ducks and geese) and fish for local 

consumption


-loss of recreational opportunities


-loss of tourism for fish and wildlife harvest, photography, or viewing


-the moose might not eat my cabbage next year!!!

Sensitivity of Wildlife and Fisheries to climate change; 

Medium/High

Because of the potential loss of habitat and warming of streams, we conclude wildlife and fish to be moderately sensitive to climate change.

Adaptability of Wildlife and fisheries to climate change;
Medium/High


 Wildlife and fish posess a moderate (short term) ability to adapt to abnormal environmental conditions and are able to migrate in several directions to find more desirable conditions

Vulnerability of Wildlife and Fisheries to climate change;  
Medium/High


Although fish and wildlife are moderately adaptable to climate change, those adaptations usually take the form of migration to more favorable environmental conditions. In some cases, where a very small niche exists for a particular species, and suitable conditions are not nearby, the result could be extinction. More probably, in our situation, extirpation would be more likely; on a local level, the distribution and numbers of native species of animals and fish might be severely altered by climate change, and therefore we rate the vulnerablility of wildlife and fisheries in the FNSB as high.
Suggested actions;


Stop global warming

_____________

Experts;

[Jennifer Schmidt, Dave McGuire?]

who else?

what other questions do we need answered?

